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Introduction 


I begin in the name of Allah 3G; XL Lord of the Worlds and 
sending Peace & Salutations on our beloved Rasülullah Jzs4deijiz. 


Islam had been strengthened with the reversion of ‘Umar ieis. 
He had left his house with sword in hand to go and kill Rasülullah 
{malei but on the way he was diverted to his sister's house 
who had embraced Islam with her husband. When he arrived 
there, he heard them reading the Qur'an and got very angry. After 
a while he asked to see the words they were reciting but was told 
to first become pure. The words he read had such an effect on him 


that he went straight to Rasülullah Jcsaeaiik and embraced Islam. 


The Quraysh left no stone unturned in trying to turn people away 
from Islam. They decided to boycott the Muslims and their 
supporters. No one would talk to them, or trade with them or get 
their children married to them. This led to Abü Talib leading his 
family and their supporters, the Banü Hashim and the Bani 


Muttalib to a valley on the outskirts of Makkah. 


For 3 years they lived there in great difficulty and the boycott was 


finally broken when the parchment upon which the terms had 
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been written, which was hung inside the Ka‘bah, had been eaten 
away. All of the words except the words 'Bi'ismika Allah humma' 


had been destroyed. 


The boycott was followed by the 'Year of Sorrow', in which 
Rasuülullah Acsaxeaiie first and only wife at the time, Khadijah 
gadis, passed away. She had been with him for around 25 years 
and they had 6 children together. She was the first person to 


believe in him and now she was gone. 


Very soon after, Rasülullah izs«íe5jt» uncle, Abū Talib, who had 
looked after him since he was 8 years old, also passed away. Even 
though he had supported Rasülullah iz; through thick and 
thin, he never embraced Islam and died on the religion of his 


forefathers. 


Rasulullah áz then journeyed to Taif with Zayd xí 
hoping they would gain support from the local tribes. The local 
chieftains refused the invitation and they were chased out by the 
street urchins who pelted them both until they were seriously 


injured. 


Allah 3553.5. sent Jibril salute and the Angel of the Mountains 
to Rasülullah Jzs4fejc» so he could order them as he wished. 
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Rather than asking for them to get punished, he let them be and 
supplicated for them, that maybe there would be some people in 


their progeny who would believe in Allah 3532 and not 


associate any partners with him. 
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The Journey 
After coming back from Taif, Allah 355 3zZ took Rasülullah 
jzsdexjve on a journey which no man had ever undertaken 


before. 


This journey started from Makkah and took him all the way to 
Masjid Al-Aqsa' in Al-Quds and then up to the Seven Heavens. 


This journey is known as the Isra’ and the Mi'raj. 


According to some of the Muffasirün, it took place in the 11" or 
12 year of Prophethood. Now regarding the exact date of the 
journey, there is a difference of opinion. There are 5 opinions in 
total, but the most common opinion is that it was on the 27" of 


Rajjab and Allah 35532, knows best. 
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The Definitions 
Now sometimes there is a little confusion as to what Al-Isra' and 


Al-Mi'raj mean, so here are the definitions: 

Al-Isra' is the term used for the night journey, from Makkah to 
Masjid Al-Aqsa’. 

And the term Al-Mi‘raj is the term used for Rasülullah zati 

going from Masjid Al-Aqsa’ up to the Heavens, or the ‘Ascension 


to the Heavens’. 
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The Importance of Masjid Al-Aqsa' 
Masjid Al-Aqsa' is a place which holds a very high status in Islam. 


Before we carry on with the Sirah, let us look at its unique 


importance. 


Revelation 
Allah 35535 says in Sirah Al-Isra’: 


Pe "Mn S55 call aN) oli 
— 


“Glorious is He Who made his servant travel by night from Al Masjid Al- 
Haram to Al-Masjid Al-Aqsa’ whose environs We have blessed, so that 
We let him see some of Our signs, Surely, He is the All-Hearing, the All- 


Seeing" 


Allah 3522: mentions the Masjid by its own Name in the 


Glorious Qur'an. 


! Surah Al-Isra’ Verse 1 


10|Page 


Part 7 - The Night Journey & Ascension 
Ahadith 
There are many narrations in many Books of Ahadith which also 


mention the Sacred Site. 


The Three Masajid 
In Sahih Al-Bukhari, there is a narration which encourages us to 


visit Masjid Al-Aqsa' as follows: 


Ji cs sae a ja afl gé ee a s BE al Se 
wg al = A 855 JY Jer AY" 


en pu mus ching Ae AM bro 2I 


Abu Hurayrah zie; narrates, that Rasulullah casto said 
"A person should not set out on a journey except to 3 Masajid, Masjid Al- 
Haram, the Masjid of the Rasülullah susto (Masjid Nabwi) and 
Masjid Al-Aqsa”. 


So only 3 Masajid are named in this Hadith, where a person can 
make an intention to go and visit specifically. If a person follows 
this Hadith and visits Masjid Al-Aqsa’ then it will be very 


rewarding. 


* Sahih Al-Bukhari 1189 
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The 2™ Masjid to be built 


In Sahih Al-Bukhari, there is another narration where Rasulullah 
JcssdeSive tells us when Masjid Al-Aqsa’ was built: 


we eee JÚ $ eI eun ect ual ^ 
JÉ 5) i25 Y à e$ on M e 


M ai dot” J6 Sig 21S Se. ad es 


——YwN 


MEE dise $5 O8 Leo di 
ad ail iJ t$ ala Jas LAN 


Abu Dharr izis says, "I said Oh Messenger of Allah, which was the 
first Masjid set upon the earth, Rasülullah dajazE4iifz said “Masjid Al- 
Haram”. I then said, then which one, he said “Masjid Al-Aqsa’”. I said 

what was the time in between the 2, he said 40 years. Then he said 
whenever the time comes for Salat, then read Salat there for indeed 


there is good in it”. 


From this Hadith, we can see that Masjid Al-Aqsa’ was the second 
Masjid to be built, 40 years after Masjid Al-Haram. 


? Sahih Al-Bukhari 3366 
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Wearing the Ihram from Masjid Al-Aqsa' 
This Hadith is from Sunan Abū Dawid which tells us the reward 
for entering into the state of Ihram from the 3™ Holiest Masjid in 


Islam. 


V5 diss V desde al po fl gio d pe 
Tye bak gl dee iE {al S" dois oa adhe anl Leo ai 
us S ae RS d aec ua az 


a 
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óá dé uie Ai nia cca "Gf "ciis 


455 p axi dlc te "PT til 2555 3365 s 


Umme Salamah iz; the wife of Rasülullah zx said, she 
heard Rasülullah zz E2 saying, “Whoever puts on the Ihram for 
Hajj or ‘Umrah from Masjid Al-Aqsa' to Masjid Al-Haram, then all his 

previous sins are forgiven and his latter sins. Or Jannah become 


obligatory upon them". 


? 


We can see from these narrations how important Masjid Al-Aqsa 


is in Islam. 


* Sunan Abt Dawtd 1741 
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The Beginning of the Journey 
One-night Rasülullah saci was resting in the house of Umm 
Hani Gadi}. Umme Hani adil was the first cousin of Rasulullah 


Acsailetii and the daughter of Abū Talib. Her real name was 
Fakhitah. 


You can see the location of her house in the picture below marked 


with the silver outline. 





Suddenly, the roof of the house opened and Jibril Sai came 
down from the Heavens with some other Angels. They woke 
Rasülullah {zafi up and took him to the Haram which was 


close by. 


? Picture courtesy of Binimad Al-Ateeqi (Binimad.com) 
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Rasülullah <s‘%j\2then laid down in the Hatim and fell asleep. 
Jibril se and Mika'll stl woke up Rasülullah 2zs«ie3te 


again and took him to the well of zam-zam. 


He was laid down and his blessed chest was split open by the 
Angels. They removed his heart and washed it with zam-zam. A 
golden tray was 
brought ^ which 
was full of faith 


and wisdom. They 





filled Rasülulah  izix 

heart with this faith and wisdom and put it back in his body. The 
seal of Prophethood was then placed between his shoulder blades. 
This seal was visible proof of Rasülullah 3zs«feXjv2 being the last 
of the Prophets. 


The Buraq 
A Heavenly creature was then brought for Rasülullah zato, 


which was called a Buraq. The earlier Prophets used to ride on 
this animal. It was smaller than a mule but larger than a donkey 
and white in colour. In another narration it mentions that it had 
2 wings. This animal could go so fast that it could travel the 


distance one can see with their eyes, in one step. 
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Rasülullah iz;«icxji2 mounted the animal and it started to 
misbehave. Jibril Zu Xe addressed the Buraq and said "What kind 
of misbehaviour is this? Until today, there has never been a 
servant of Allah more respected and honoured than Rasülullah 
Acsaclecii who has sat on your back". Out of shame, the Buraq 
started to perspire. Rasülullah Jzs«íc5ji2 then left on the back of 
the Buraq accompanied by the 2 great Angels, Jibril Slate and 
Mika’il Sai. In other narrations it mentions that Jibril Sahai 
put Rasülullah iz;j4iexj i2 on the back of the Burāq and then also 
sat on it behind Rasülullah Azs«fe5j. 


It was in this grace and dignity that Rasülullah Azs4feXt left for 


this miraculous journey. 


The Date Palms 
Shaddad ibn Aws ží mentions that Rasülullah Acjuleaijesaid 
“On the way we passed by some land, where there were a lot of 
date palms". Jibril Sz 
told Rasülullah Aizs«feXjvto 
dismount from the Buraq 
and read 2 Rak‘ah of Nafl 
(optional) prayers. 


Rasululah zakje said 
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that I dismounted and read my Salat. 


Jibril Sc then asked him, "Do you know where you have read 
your Salat?" Rasülullàh zak said he didn't know. Jibril 
aaie said "You have read Salat in Yathrib (which would later be 


known as Madinah), where you will migrate." 


Sinai 

They carried on their journey and after a while Jibril slike told 
Rasülullah <csae2i\ to dismount again and read 2 Rak'ah of Nafl 
(optional) prayers. Rasülullah Acs.eaii\~ again dismounted and 
read his Salat. 


Jibril salute said "You have 
read Salat in the valley of Sinai 
near the tree of Musa’ Slade 
where Allah 35537, talked to 





” 


him". 


Sinai is the peninsular which is to the east of Egypt. It is through 
this land that Misa’ SGI&Xc led the Bani Israil. 
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St Catherine's 
St Catherine's is a Monastery located at the base of Mount Sinai. 


It houses the 'Burning Bush' which according to Jewish and 
Christian narrations, is the place where Mūs? Xaxi spoke to 
Allah 3553. 


ee Of, cm 


ge ae a 





On the right, you can see 
a picture of the ‘Burning 


Bush’, 
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Midian 
After Sinai, Rastlullah zaxi and Jibril Saaie carried on until 


they stopped again in x 


x 
Qu te 


hee, Apa We 

— Jordan UN 
mE m 

P - -- d - 
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another land. Again, 
Rasilullah zao 
was told to read Salat 
which he did. This time, 
Jibril se told him it 
was the land of Midian 





where Shu'ayb Salae was sent. ^ According to Jewish and 
Christian sources, the land of Midian was to the east of Sinai, over 


the Gulf of Aqaba. 


Bethlehem 
Again they carried on, and again they stopped.  Rasülullah 


Acsaecii was told to dismount and read his Salat, and this time 
he was told it the birth place of ‘Isa; Saiak, Bayt Al-Lahm or 


Bethlehem as it is known. 


According | to Christian 
sources, the location where 
‘Isa idle was born is inside 
the Church of the Nativity, 
which is in Bethlehem. 
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strange Encounters 

In Bayhagi, in a narration by ibn Jarir i25, Rastilullah Ísai 
was travelling on the Buraq when they passed by an old woman. 
She called out to Rasülullah is exit» but Jibril sia said carry 


on going and don't pay any attention to her. 


They carried on and then saw an old man. Again he called out to 


Rasülullah csi and again Jibril sialic told him to carry on. 


They carried on again and passed by a group of people who sent 


greetings to Rasülullah iz;4feXiz in the following words: 


Jal o ede eL 
Al S ds edu 
pile S dle PLI 


Jibril sade told Rasülullah zx to reply to their greeting. 


After a while Jibril Sie told Rasülullah 2z5«1e3(i» who all these 
people were. He said that the old woman who they met first was 
the World. And the World only has a little time left, in the same 


way as the old woman has a little time left in her life. 
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The old man who they met second was Shaytan, the Devil. Both 


the World and the Devil's aim is to entice you towards them. 


And the group who greeted you were the blessed Messengers, 


Ibrahim, Musa’ and ‘Isa’ uii! 
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Bayt Al-Maqdis 

Rasülullàh jzs4ícxi2 now reached Bayt Al-Maqdis. Before we 
carry on with the story, I just wanted to clarify, what is Bayt Al- 
Maqdis or Masjid Al-Aqsa’. Many times when we see pictures of 
Masjid Al-Aqsa’, we see the Grey Domed Structure located to the 
South of the Holy Precinct. 


In fact, the whole area which you can see within the old walls 
marked by the yellow dashed lines, the entire Holy Precinct is 
Bayt Al-Maqdis or Masjid Al-Aqsa’. 
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The Dome of the Rock 


There are two main structures in the area, firstly the Dome of the 
Rock or the Qubbat Al-Sakhrah. This is the Golden Domed building 
on the raised platform in the centre of Masjid Al-Aqsa’. 


This place is attributed as the location where Rasülullah izs4dejce 
ascended to Heaven. 
Although it has a dome, 
it is not classified as a 
Masjid. It was built by 
the Ummayad Caliph 
‘Abdul Malik in 688 AD 
and opened in 691 AD. 





Masjid Al-Qibli 
The second main structure is Masjid Al-Qibli. It is the Grey Domed 
Masjid located to the south of the Holy Precinct. This is the Masjid 


where Salat takes place. 
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The Buraq Wall 
Rasülullah iz; had reached the land of the Prophets and 


dismounted from the Buraq. In Sahih Muslim there is a Hadith 
which is narrated by Anas X2éti in which he mentions that 
Rasülullah iz;4feXtzz said he tethered the Buraq to the same ring 
which the Prophets of Allah 3553 used to tether their animals 


to. 


There is another narration in Jami‘ al- Tirmidhi as follows: 


a 


ely «le ail be ail uz 5 JÚ sol SE IGG gll oÉ 
piii ie nakai d Ege un 
6n Sil a 54 A, 55 | 


I e — 4Aib; narrates from his father that Rasülullah 
ade L^ said: "When we reached Bayt Al-Maqdis, Jibril DUE 
pointed with his finger causing a crack in the rock, and he tied Al-Buraq 
to it" 


* Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi - 3424 
24|Page 


Part 7 - The Night Journey & Ascension 


In this picture you can see the entrance to Masjid Buraq which is 
where the Buraq was tied. It is located on the western side of the 


Holy Precinct. 





In this picture you can see the inside of the Masjid and the location 


of the ring. 
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The Prayer of the Prophets 

Abū Sa‘id Al-Khudri XeXizz narrates that Rasulullah Access said 
that both he and Jibril sé entered the Masjid and both read 2 
Rak‘ah Salat. 


The Prophets of Allah 3553, had already gathered in the Masjid 
in anticipation of Rasülullàh Jzs«íc3jt2 visit. Among these were 


Ibrahim, Musa’ and ‘Isa’ SN uic. 


After a while many people were gathered within Masjid Al-Aqsa’. 
A Mu'adhin then performed the Adhan and then the Iqamah. All 
of the people were standing in line, waiting to see who would lead 
the prayer. Rasülullah zafe says, that Jibril slik came and 
took his hand and made him go forward. He then led the people 


in prayer. 


When the Salat was concluded, Jibril 3Gladc asked 
Rasülullah zaif he knew who he had just led 





in prayer. Rasülullah Jzs«íc5jt2 said he didn't know. 
Jibril Saxi said, all of the Prophets who had been 
sent by Allah 3L, read Salat behind you! 


In another narration it says that the Angels also 
descended from the Heavens and  Rasulullah 


Acsi led both the Prophets and Angels in prayer. 


26|Page 


Part 7 - The Night Journey & Ascension 


After the Salat had concluded, the Angels asked Jibril Sac who 
was with him. Jibril sak said, this was Muhammad izsfeiieo. 


The Three bowls 
Rasülullah zafi left the Masjid and 3 bowls were presented 


to him, one had water, the other had milk and the 3'* had wine. 


Rasülullah ġa chose the bowl of milk and Jibril sale told 
him that he has chosen the natural religion. If he had chosen the 
wine, his people would have gone astray and if he had chosen the 
water, his people would have drowned. In some narrations it also 
says that a bowl of honey was presented to Rasülullah iz; 


from which he also drank. 





27|Page 


Part 7 - The Night Journey & Ascension 


The Ascension 

Rasülullah 3zs«íc5jc» then made his way up to the heavens with 
Jibril Siac. In some narrations it mentions that Rasülullah 
Acsa‘letii made his way up on the Buraq whilst other narrations 


say that a ladder was sent down from heaven which he ascended. 


Ibn Ishaq 4u\45 mentions that Abū Sa*id Al-Khudri x&Xizz narrates 
that he heard Rasülullah iz; X2 say “When I finished from the 
commands in Bayt Al-Maqdis, a ladder was brought down. I have 
never seen a more beautiful ladder than this. It was that ladder 
which the souls of the children of Adam salute ascend on the way 
up to the Heavens. When a person is passing away, it is this ladder 


they look towards". 


“My Companion Jibril sia made me climb the ladder until I 
reached a door from the doors of the Heavens called ‘Bab Al- 
Hafazah'. There was an Angel from the Angels on this door who 
was called Isma‘il. He had 12,000 Angels under him. And under 
each of these Angels, were another 12,000 Angels!" At the time 


when Rasulullah XzXiez was narrating this Hadith, he mentioned 


the verse: 
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oo c ( 
E hc (OU. unc NU 2 ^ 21:7-2 
> YI Du 95.4 ola; Uo Y 
"And not one knows the Hosts of the Lord but He" 


When he was being entered through the door, the Angel said, 
“Who is this O Jibril?". Jibril Six said "Muhammad". The Angel 
said, “Has he been sent for?" Jibril Gi replied "Yes". The Angel 


then welcomed him and supplicated for him. 


The Keeper of Hell 

In another narration in Ibn Ishaq, it mentions that Rasülullah 
Acsi met the Angels when he entered the Heavens of the 
earth. All the Angels he would meet would be smiling, they would 
say nice things to him and supplicate for him. 


Until he met an Angel from among the Angels, who said what the 
other Angels said. The Angel supplicated for 
him in the same way the other Angels 
supplicated for him, however he did not 
smile. 


Rasülullah ýsa asked Jibril size who 
this Angel was. Jibril slate said if he was to 
smile at anyone before you, or smile at 





/ Surah Al-Mudaththir verse 31 
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anyone after you, he would have smiled at you, but he does not 
smile. This is ‘Malik’ the keeper of Hell. 


The First Heaven 


Rasülullah 3z51e5j i2 entered the first heaven and saw a venerable 
person, meaning a respected wise person. Jibril Sle told 
Rasülullah idet» that this is your father Adam lae. Jibril 
Sali told Rasülullah izak to greet him, and he did. Adam 
Size replied and then said: 


clea (ell y dual pV Lays 


“Welcome pious son and pious Messenger” 
He then supplicated for Rasülullah Jcjexcaiie, 


Rasülullah 3z5«íe5j i2 saw that there were some people to the right 
of Adam Sála and some people to his left. When Adam Salaf 
looked at the people on the right, he would get happy and when 
he looked at the people on the left, he would get upset. 


Jibril sale told Rasülullah zsak that the people on his right 
were his pious children, those who will go to Heaven so when he 
sees them, he gets happy. And the people on his left are his bad 
children, who are the people of the fire, so when he sees them, he 


cries. 
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The Second Heaven 

Rasülullah 3zsdeit» and Jibril stick then made their way to the 
2"* Heaven. The Gatekeeper again asked Jibril stale who he was 
with. Again he replied it was Muhammad izideit. 


The door was opened, and they were welcomed inside. Here 


Rasülullah {zaik saw Yahya’ Sue and ‘Isa’ SU. 


Jibril sale again told Rasülullah Ace to greet them and he 
did, and they replied. They then said: 


rd all | eU 5 dai e Y b Gor a 


"Welcome pious brother and pious Messenger" 


The Rest of the Heavens 
Rasülullah csaccaii then proceeded to the other Heavens, one 


after another. Each time, the Gatekeeper of the Heaven would ask 
Jibril slike who he was and whether his Companion had been 
sent for. Upon receiving the answer, Rasülullah åra would 


be welcomed inside. 


Rasülullah zás and Jibril sie went up to the 3'* Heaven and 
saw a person whose face was like the full moon. He enquired, who 
this person was and Jibril Seña told him it is your brother Yusuf 
ibn Ya*qub SG 
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They then proceeded to the 4^ Heaven and there was a person 
also present there. Rasülullah iz; iex» enquired, who is this 
person. Jibril SGJ4Xe said it is Idris SX. 


When Rasilullah 4<sa‘cij heard who it was he mentioned the 


following verse: 
8 Bi - r? $55 ^ 
dle GSC iu 


"We raised him to a high place" 


Rasülullah 3zs«íe5j i2 then proceeded to the 5 Heaven with Jibril 
Silii and saw an elderly man with white hair and a large white 
beard. He had never seen an elderly person more beautiful than 


him. 


Once again Rasülullah Asai) enquired as to who this person 
was and he was told it was he who was loved by his people, Harün 


ibn ‘Imran SG. 


Rasülullah 3zs«íeSi i2 then proceeded to the 6" Heaven with Jibril 
Salak and saw a person with a dark complexion. He appeared as 


he was from the people of Shanü'ah. 


* Surah Maryam verse 57 
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Rasülullah 5.x asked Jibril silk who this person was, and 


he was told it is your brother, Musa ibn ‘Imran slice. 


Rasülullah A<sa‘ecii then proceeded to the 7 Heaven with Jibril 
Si. They saw an elderly person who was sat on a chair near 


the door of the Bayt Al-Ma‘mir. 


The Bayt Al-Ma‘mir or the ‘Frequented House’, is directly above 
the Ka‘bah, and is the Qiblah of the Angels. Every day 70,000 
Angels perform the Tawaf of the House and they will not return 
to it until the Day of Qiyamah. This shows how many Angels have 
been created by Allah 35532. 


Rasülullah 3z;«ieXji2 said, that he hadn't seen a person who 
looked so like himself, then he asked Jibril zie once again, who 


this person was. He was told, it was his father, Ibrahim SX. 


Jibril za then told Rasülullah jzs«ieX(i» to greet him. 
Rasulullah ázie greeted Ibrahim scl who replied and 
then said: 


cual (ell y dual pb Lays 


"Welcome pious son and pious Messenger" 
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Sidrat Al-Muntaha' (The Farthest Lote-Tree) 
Rasülullah Asai then went to the Sidrat Al-Muntaha’, the 
furthest Lote-Tree. 


The Hadith below describes this amazing tree. 
ade aul pro a a5 s LAS, ENG 265 al et ase 
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Asma’ bint Abi Bakr gzz narrates : "I heard Rasülullah zziz 
while mentioning the Lote-Tree of the Utmost Boundary, saying: 'A rider 
will travel in the shade of one of its branches for a hundred years,' or 'a 
hundred riders will seek to shade themselves with its shade'-(one of the 
narrators) Yahya' was in doubt- 'in it are butterflies of gold, it is as if its 


fruits are Qilal." 


? Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi - 2727 
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In this Hadith, the fruits of the tree are described as well as the 


rivers that run from it: 
Pe wc ee Pre 20 7 i 0 i 
355 3], jae xA Jos Be Li IS LAS SIL | Laj 3 


Bee yg ef RIS ARS as SE tall VH 


a 


i JE fife Colis u ELE balk aliis QUU 
ne UH pele Olja E f x4 à Oe 3 5$ obi 


Rasülullah íz; said “Then I was made to ascend to Sidrat-Al- 
Muntaha' (i.e. the Lote Tree of the utmost boundary) Behold! Its fruits 
were like the jars of Hajr (i.e. a place near Madinah) and its leaves were 
as big as the ears of elephants. Jibril AJE said, 'This is the Lote Tree of 
the utmost boundary. Behold! There ran four rivers, two were hidden 
and two were visible, I asked, 'What are these two kinds of rivers, O Jibril 
ALILA?" He replied,' As for the hidden rivers, they are two rivers in 


Paradise and the visible rivers are the Nile and the Euphrates.” 


This tree is a boundary. Everything that come up from below 
stops here, and everything that comes down from above also stop 
here. It was here that Rasülullah izak saw Jibril sale in his 


true form. 


? Sahih Al-Bukhari - 3887 
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Heaven, Hell & Sarif Al-Aqlam 
After going to the Sidrat Al-Muntaha, Rasülullah 3zs«íe5ji2 then 


went to Heaven. After he visited Heaven, he was then shown Hell. 


After this Rasülullàh Àz;«fc5ji2 was again raised to a place where 
he could hear the pens writing. The sound which is heard when 
the pens are writing is called Sarif Al-Aqlam. And at that place the 


pens were busy writing destiny. 


After this a throne was brought for Rasülullàh iz;4detz and he 
went to Allah 3553. 





Part 7 - The Night Journey & Ascension 
Surah An-Najm 
In Surah An-Najm, Allah 35532 tells us about Rasülullah 
Acsacletil visit to the heavens on this blessed night. 


a 
7.7 
* 
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“Then He drew near, and came down, (8) So as he was at a distance like 
that of two bows (joined together), rather even nearer. (9) Thus He 
(Allah JE Ez) revealed to His slave what He revealed. (10)” 


There is a narration in Khasais Kubra’ where Anas “dil, narrates 
that Rasülullah Az;«fc5ji2 said he saw the light of Allah 3553 
and then Allah 355 XL sent Revelation to me whatever He 


wished i.e. He spoke to me directly. 





H Surah An-Najm verses 8-10 
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Gifts from Allah 3552 
On this night, Allah 44a gave Rasülullah dzs4fexve 3 gifts 


which are mentioned in the Hadith below: 
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas*üd ikás; narrates 
"When Rasülullah {atiii reached Sidrat Al-Muntaha, He said: 
There terminates everything that ascends from the earth, and 
everything that descends from above’. He said, there Allah gave him 
three, which He did not give to any Prophet before him: He made five 
prayers obligatory upon him, He gave him the last Verses of Sirah Al- 
Bagarah, and He pardoned the grave sins for those of his Ummah who 


do not associate anything with Allah” 


7 Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi 3587 
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Fifty Salat 

Initially 50 Salat had been made obligatory on Rasülullah 
Acseleiie. Rastilullah Aces began to return with the 
commandments. He first met Ibrahim Sake who didn’t ask him 


about what Allah 35e Z had commanded him. 


He then met Mūs? lie who asked him, what Allah Sujal 
had commanded him to do. Rasülullah 3zsfeXijcz said he had been 
commanded to read 50 Salat day and night. Musa’ slate said that 
he had experienced the Bani Isra'il and your Ummah is weak, they 
will not be able to complete this command, therefore go back to 


Allah 35532, and ask Him if he can lessen the amount. 


Rasülullah izs4fe&jtz went back to Allah $553. and asked for a 
reduction. Allah 35532, reduced it by 5 to 45. 


Again on the way down Misa’ sal saw Rasulullàh izs«fexiio 
and asked him how many it had been reduced to. When Rasülullah 
irae answered, Misa’ 3Xzl«fe advised him that this was still 
too much so go back to Allah 3553. 


Rasülullah Acsa‘eciik went back again to Allah $553, and it 
was reduced by another 5, so now 40 Salat were obligatory. Again 


Musa’ Siak advised him to go back to get it reduced. 
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This process carried on. Rasülullah Azs4feXjcz would go to Allah 
355356 who would reduce it by 5, then Mūs? lalate would send 
him back and Allah 355532, would then reduce it by another 5. 


35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 10 until eventually Allah 35532, reduced the 
number to 5 obligatory Salat a day. 


Misa’ slike again advised Rasülullah Acs to go back but 
this time Rasülullah iz; said "I have asked time and time 
again but now I am embarrassed". He gave this answer to Müsa' 


Size and left. 
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The Reward 
Allah 353 had reduced the number of Salat from 50 to 5 
however the Ummah of Rasülullah 3z;4íe3ji2 were to be blessed 


with no reduction in the reward. 


SOPORE SENIUM 
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Anas ibn Malik £zziez; narrated, 
"On the Night of Isra’, fifty prayers were made obligatory upon the 
Prophet. Then it was decreased until it was made five. Then it was called 
out: 'O Muhammad! Indeed My Word does not change; these five prayers 


rn! 


will be recorded for you as fifty. 


Rasülullah izj44eXjt2 made his way back to Bayt Al-Maqdis and 


then mounted on the Buraq and reached Makkah before Dawn. 


B Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi 213 
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The Quraysh 

In the morning Rasülullah iz;«feXjv» told the Quraysh about this 
amazing journey. They were shocked at what they heard. Some of 
them placed their hands on their heads and some started to clap. 
The Quraysh started to say "He has gone and come back from Bayt 
Al-Maqdis in one night! It takes one month to go from Makkah to 
Sham and one month to come back again, and he says he got there 


in one night and came back to Makkah as well!". 


The people who had been to Bayt Al-Maqdis started to test 
Rasülullah iz;44Xi2 by asking him about the features of the 


Sacred Place. 


Allah 355322 brought a vision of Bayt Al-Maqdis in front of 
Rasilullah = izs«fexe 
and he was able to 
answer them. When 
they ran out of things to 
ask him, they said tell us 


something about the 





journey. 
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Rasülullah iz;4iexji2 said that he had met a trading caravan 
which was returning from Sham who had lost one of their camels, 
which they had later found. They will be back in Makkah after 3 
days, Insha 'Allah. There will be an ashen coloured camel who will 


be at the front. 


After 3 days the caravan entered Makkah and told the Quraysh 
how they had lost their camel. Upon hearing this, Walid ibn 
Mughirah said that this was magic, and the people agreed with his 


opinion. 


Abū Bakr Siddiq kais 

Some people went to Abu Bakr zziz and said to him, what is with 
your friend, he claims that he went to Bayt Al-Maqdis last night, 
prayed there and come back to Makkah. Abū Bakr eks, asked 
them if that was what Rasülullah Acsaceaii had said. They replied 
that Rasülullah Asefeaiiis talking about it to the people. Abi 
Bakr šais said to them, “By Allah, if he has said it, then it is the 
truth, so what makes it so astonishing to you? By Allah, he tells 
me that news comes from Allah from the Heavens to the earth in 
a moment, either in the day or the night. And I believe him. And 
this is further then what you have been astonished with". What 


an amazing answer! 


From that day on, Abu Bakr “edi, became known as As-Siddiq. 
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summary 

Allah 3553€ blessed Rasülullah Jzs«ícSjc2 with a miraculous 
journey which will be remembered for all time. Before the 
journey, Jibril sade and Mikail sale took Rasülullah izsdesitiz 
from the house of Umm Hani Geils, to the Haram. His heart was 


cleaned with zam-zam and filled with faith and wisdom. 


Rasülullah 3z5«fejc» then made the journey to Bayt Al-Maqdis on 
the Buraq. On the way, they stopped in several special places and 


saw many strange things. 


They arrived in the Holy Precinct and the Buraq was tied in the 
same place the Prophets used to tie their animals. Rasülullah 
Acsa‘letii then led all the Prophets of Allah jisi in prayer. 
This is the only place in the world where this has ever happened. 


After this, he ascended the Heavens with Jibril slate, meeting 
many Prophets on the way including Adam Saiak, Isa Selak, 
Yahya S, Yusuf sili, Idris salute, Harun Slate, Musa’ 
sss & Ibrahim Slt. 


He then journeyed to the Sidrat Al-Muntaha, the farthest Lote tree 


and Sarif Al-Aqlam, where he could hear the pens write. 
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A throne was then brought for him and he went to Allah 3553. 
On this miraculous occasion, Allah iz;4fejt2 gave him 3 gifts 
including 50 Salat every day. 


On the way back down, Rasülullah 3zj«íeXji2 saw Misa’ ml 
who advised him to get the number reduced and eventually it 


came down to 5. 


Rasülullah 3z;4íexji2 went back to Makkah and told the Quraysh 
about his amazing journey. They tested him by questioning him 
about the features of Masjid al-Aqsa' and what he had seen on his 
journey. Allah 355 Xe brought a vision of the Masjid in front of 


him so he could answer their questions. 


Even though Rasülullah iz; X answered all their questions, 
the Quraysh still refused to believe. They went to Abu Bakr Ze 
to tell him about what Rasülullah iz;Xi2 had claimed to have 
happened, and Abu Bakr edz, gave an amazing response 
supporting Rasülullah izj4eXi2 claim and testifying to its truth. 


From that day on Abu Bakr žais; was known as As-Siddiq. 
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The Importance of Masjid Al-Aqsa' in Islam 

As this part of the Sirah involved the blessed Masjid Al-Aqsa’, I 
have included an extra chapter on its importance. It is imperative 
that we educate ourselves, our children, our families and our 
communities about Masjid Al-Aqsa' and the important role it 


plays in our religion of Islam. Here are some notable points. 


1. Masjid Al-Aqsa' was built 40 years after the building of the 
Ka‘bah. 

2. Masjid Al-Aqsa’ is the 3" Holiest Masjid in Islam 

3. The whole area counts as Haram Al-Sharif, Masjid Al-Aqsa’ 

4. It is the only place which where Rasilullah cscs led 
all the Prophets Salisi in Prayer 

5. Masjid Al-Aqsa’ became the first Qiblah in Islam and 
remained the Qiblah until Rasülullah izj4feXt2 came to 
Madinah 

6. If a person reads Salat in Masjid Al-Aqsa', they get the 
reward of 500 times. 

7. Many Prophets and Sahabah Xia are buried there 

8. The reward for performing ‘Umrah and Hajj from Masjid 
Al-Aqsa' is to have their sins forgiven or Jannah becomes 


obligatory upon them 
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9. The surrounding areas are also Holy to us, like Al-Khalil or 
Hebron where Ibrahim Seiak, Ishaq Aala and Ya*'qüb 
Dili are buried along with their wives 

10. There is also Bayt Al-Lahm or Bethlehem where ‘Isa Salak 


was born. 


We should all try and visit Masjid Al-Aqsa' with our families and 
friends and supplicate to Allah 45 that He brings peace to 


the whole region. 
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